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CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 3817 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, XO, SA 
SUBJECT: DIEGO GARCIA 

REF: STATE 123690 

1. TO THE BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE THE SAG HAS NEVER TAKEN A 
PUBLIC POSITION, AUTHORITATIVE OR OTHERWISE, ON OUR DIEGO GARCIA 
PROPOSAL. 

2. THE AMBASSADOR HAS DISCUSSED THE SUBJECT IN GENERAL TERMS WITH 
MINISTER OF DEFENSE PRINCE SULTAN, THE LAST TIME BEING PERHAPS 
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FAVORABLE, BASED UPON THE PREMISE THAT IF THERE IS A SOVIET NAVAL 
PRESENCE IN THE AREA THERE SHOULD BE A BALANCING US PRESENCE. THE 
SAUDIS HAVE SHOWN NO PARTICULAR IN DIEGO GARCIA AND WE HAVE NOT 
SOUGHT TO ENCOURAGE ANY. 

3. THE SAUDI ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE PRESENCE OF US MILITARY FORCES 
IN PROXIMITY TO THE KINGDOM HAS PROBABLY CHANGED SOMEWHAT SINCE 
WHAT THEY TERM "INVASION THREATS" BEGAN EARLY THIS YEAR. WHILE 
PERHAPS NOT NOW NEGATIVE, THE SAUDI ATTITUDE IS CERTAINLY AMBIVALENT; 
THE US CAN PROVIDE THE ONLY EFFECTIVE COUNTERWEIGHT TO 
POTENTIALLY THREATENING SOVIET FORCES IN THE AREA, BUT CAN THE US 

BE TRUSTED NOT TO USE ITS FORCES AGAINST SAUDI ARABIA? 

4. WE DO NOT THINK IT WOULD BE WISE TO CHARACTERIZE THE SAUDI 
POSITION IN OPEN TESTIMONY DURING THE HEARINGS AS ONE OF SUPPORT, 

FIRST BECAUSE WE NEVER ASKED THE SAG THE QUESTION "DO YOU OR DO YOU 
NOT SUPPORT US PROPOSALS FOR DIEGO GARCIA?" AND SECONDLY BECAUSE 
SUCH MENTION MIGHT PROMPT SAUDI ARABIA'S NONALIGNED" FRIENDS 

TO PRESSURE THE SAG TO PUBLICLY REPUDIATE OUR ALLEGATION OF SUPPORT. 

A 
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